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A 5-years-old mule was presented to the clinic with a history of slight degree
of lameness in the right forelimb. Sometimes the animal stands bearing weight on
the toe of the lame limb.

Clinical examination revealed a painful swollen area on the palmar aspect of
the limb at the level of the distal margin of the medial proximal sesamoid bone.
Pain was produced when the limb fwas lifted and the fetlock joint was passively
extended.

Radiographic examination showed an artifact-like white line on the lateral projec-
tion (Fig. 1) and white dot superimposed by the distal extremity of the large metaca-
rpal bone on the antero-posterior projection (Fig. 2).

Surgery was performed under chloral hydrate narcosis and local infiltration analg-
esia. The operative site was aseptically prepared. A sign of healed small wound was
noticed, from which a fibrous cord extended dorsomedially. About 4 cm longitudinal
incision was done to explore that fibrous cord. A piece of wire about 2 em long
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was enclosed within that fibrous cord. The wire piece and the surrounding fibrous
cord was excised. ihe area was radicgriphed to ensure total excision of the foreign
body (Fig.- 3). The wound was closed 3s usuai. The animal was given the prophyiactic
dose of anti-tetanic serum and postoperative course of antibiotics. The skin sutures
were removed 17 days postoperatively.

COMMENT:

Although the painful sweiling at the palmar aspect of the fetlock is 3 sign for
sesameid lameness (ADAMS, 1774 and DIETZ & WIESNER, 1984), sharp foreign budies
may produce simiiar symptoms.

Many radiograpnic artifacts {DOUCLAS and WILLIAMSON, 1270; ADAMS, 1274
and TICER, 1784) have tc be differentiat=d irom forzign bodizs on the X-ray film.
Therefars it is absolutely imperative to make more than one projection for the s3res
to be radiographed.
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LEGENDS:

Fig. 1: The for2ign body oppears 3s a radiographic white line artifact below the
leve! of the preximal sesamoid bones.

Fig. 22 The foreign body a3ppears as dot superimposed by the distal extremity
of the metacarpal bone.

Fig. 3 The operation site after excision of the ioreign body.
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