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Due to their economic importance reviewed by Cain (1997),
Ostriches became the most promising animals to keep and invest.
Parasitism in Ostriches has been studied as an impairing factor facing
ostrich industry particularly in the starter and grower farms (Tully and
Shane, 1996). .

Protozoan parasites of ostriches and other ratites have been listed
and discussed by Craig and Diamond (1996). Coccidian infection with
Cryptosporidian species is a cause of disease in chicks suffering from
cloacal prolapse (Penrith and Burger, 1993 and Penrith et al., 1994). In
Canada, the parasite has been identified by Gajadhar (1993) in 8% of
fecal samples obtained from adult birds imported from Botswana.

In the present report, fecal samples were freshly obtained from 5
ostrich  chicks, 4 male and 8 female adult ostriches imported from
Europe to a private farm in Egypt. Samples were subjected for the
routine diagnostic methods for coprological examination (Soulsby,
1982) and fecal smears were stained with modified Ziehl-Nelsen stain
(Henriksen and Prohlenz, 1981).
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No clinical signs were observed in any of the adult birds. Two
chicks passed soft feces. All birds were free of helminth infection.
However, the two chicks and 3 adult females were found to harbor
cryptosporidial oocysts, which were 3.8-6.0X3.1-5.0 um. and contained
4 sporozoites, Photo (1).

Cryptosporidial enteritis has been repeatedly diagnosed from
diarrheic young ostriches in South Africa (Huchzermyer, 1994).

Morphometrlc characters of the revealed oocysts were within the
range given by many authors elsewhere for Cryptosporidium spp.
Serologically; cryptosporidiosis was confirmed in ostriches by Gajadhar
(1994).

The importance of cryptosporidial infection in ostriches due to
the bursal invasion and also to infection of the pancreatic ducts
(Allwright and Wessels, 1993). Birds with bursal damage are more
susceptible than normal to salmonellosis infection (Tizard, 1987).
Salmonella species are the most infective agents in young ostriches
(Foggin, 1992).

As vaccination programs against Newcastle disease in ostriches
start at 2-3 weeks of age (Perelman, 1993 and Medeiros, 1997), special
attention to protect young chicks from bursal cryptospond:osns became
urgent particularly in the starter farms.
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Photo 1: Cryptosporidium species oocyst.
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